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Abstract:

This paper shed light on two important archaeological sites in the region of Koya; the first one is Qalai Shila (Tell Shila,
and Tell Shila), its dated back to different periods, the site inhabited from the Chalcolithic to the Abbasid period, the
archaeological survey and excavations at the site revealed potsherds dated back to the Neo-Assyrian period, Sassanian
and the Early Islamic periods. As a result of the archaeological excavation conducted in 1998, which is revealed
foundations of Sassanian building, a wall, iwan and rooms, this structure identified by the excavators as (Zoroastrian
Fire Temple), but the resent researches proves it’s a Basiliki Style Church with the Bima, in the style of the Syraic
Churches-Old Eastern Churches in Kurdistan and Iraq.

And the second archaeological site is Mar Bene Qadisha or Sheikh Muhammadi Dere in Topzawa, which is a church
structure in Munf style, i.e. one wing structure; it was destroyed by the Iraqi government in 1980s. Now it is a religious
center for rituals and festivals. We hope the ongoing archaeological survey and archaeological excavation in the Koya
region by University of Innsbruck will may give new results.

In the absence of historical sources on the Sassanian period and Islamic periods on Koya and the region, the
archaeological remains as Tell Shila Church can reveal part of the unknown history of Koya. By using modern
technology of satellite images, RPAS, GPS,, and QGIS, and using Drone, and 3D with conducting archaeological
excavations, we will obtain new results concerning the periods and changes on the structure. We hope these studies
complete and find the unknown chains of the history and culture of the region, and justify its religious and cultural
mosaic.

Keywords: Deir Sheila, Monastery of St. Mary, Sheikh Mohammedi Diri, Basilica Church, Archaeological Survey
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